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Andrei Grachev, Gorbachev’s Gamble: Soviet Foreign Policy and the End of the Cold War
(Cambridge: Polity Press , 2008), xiii þ 271 pp., £20, ISBN 9780745643458
This nuanced and thought-provoking book is written by one of Mikhail Gorbachev’s leading
foreign policy advisers. As such, it gives us an insider’s account of the ﬁnal years of Soviet foreign
policy and of the end of the Cold War. An insightful book, it relies not just on the author’s own
personal experience but on a wealth of interviews, mainly with leading ﬁgures on the Soviet side
but also with some Western statesmen, and a wide reading of the memoir material. It provides
important insights into major events from this period, like the Soviet withdrawal from
Afghanistan and the reuniﬁcation of Germany and its entry into NATO, and into the changing
nature of foreign policy making during the last decade of the Soviet Union. Being written from
the Soviet side, it provides a useful corrective to much of the analysis of the end of the Cold War
that has emanated from the West.
One strength of the book is that it emphasises the way in which, from the outset, Gorbachev
saw the restructuring of international politics to be essential for successful internal change within
the Soviet Union. The domestic program of perestroika needed change in international relations,
and in particular in the relationship with the West. Indeed, the discussion in the book is entirely
focused on the relationship with the West, and principally with the US, with almost no attention
being given to other parts of the world. But although the book argues that Gorbachev saw an
organic relationship between domestic and international change, and Grachev seems to accept
this as well, the analysis provided does not closely link the two. There are references to
Gorbachev’s increasingly diﬃcult political position at home as perestroika ran into diﬃculties
and the impact this had on foreign policy, but there is little extended analysis of the relationship
between the two. This is a pity because this would make for a fascinating story.
Nevertheless, this book is a major contribution to our understanding of the last years of the
Soviet Union and to the end of the Cold War. What comes out particularly strongly is the
decisive personal role played by Gorbachev. He is correctly shown as the central political ﬁgure
not just within the Soviet Union but in the whole process of international change during this
period. It was Gorbachev who took the running on major questions at the heart of the Cold War
system – disarmament and the reduction of nuclear weapons, the ending of Soviet dominance in
Eastern Europe, the downgrading of Soviet support for ‘progressive’ forces in the developing
world, and the creation of a ‘common European home’. This is not to say that he controlled all of
these processes, or that they worked out as he had originally envisaged, but he had the courage to
initiate them and let them run their course, at the same time resisting what was often considerable
pressure to step in and halt them in their tracks. Of course, he did not do it alone. On many
occasions he was prodded forward by his colleagues or aides, and at times he received signiﬁcant
assistance from Western leaders like Francois Mitterand and Margaret Thatcher. And he was
fortunate that, after initial reserve, he found partners in Washington who were willing to go along
with many of his proposals. But it is clear that without Gorbachev, the Cold War would not have
come to an end when it did. This is the major message of this absorbing book. Everyone
interested in the end of the Cold War or the ﬁnal days of the Soviet Union will read it with proﬁt.
GRAEME GILL
University of Sydney
 2008 Graeme Gill
Martin Griﬃths, Terry O’Callaghan and Steven C. Roach, International Relations: The Key
Concepts, 2nd edn. (Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2008), xvi þ 407 pp., US$26.95, ISBN
9780415774376
The rapidly changing nature of International Relations renders most textbooks and reference
guides out-of-date shortly after their publication. It’s both a frustration for students and a
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professional hazard for academics. International Relations has never been a discipline averse to
complex jargon, consequently the need for an accessible explanation of the language used in the
ﬁeld has always been very strong.
There are so many themes, concepts, theories and actors to cover that most academics shy
away from attempting such a compendium. This challenge makes eﬀorts to produce a
contemporary guide to key concepts in International Relations all the more admirable and
impressive. Fortunately, Martin Griﬃths, Terry O’Callaghan, and Steven C. Roach have met the
challenge in the second edition of International Relations: The Key Concepts. This is an
outstanding text in several ways.
First, the choice of entries is both judicious and contemporary. Old staples such as
containment, sovereignty and nation-state are joined by new entrants such as 9/11, the Bush
doctrine and global warming. The authors are as comfortable with explaining complex theoretical
perspectives as they are with explaining contemporary empirical trends. This makes the book
attractive to the specialist who needs to clarify a distinction, and the novice who has little or no
background in the subject. One might quibble about the inclusion of general entries such as
coercion, digital divide and misperception, but these are insigniﬁcant qualiﬁcations to what is a
carefully chosen and well-written selection.
Second, the entries are written in a way that doesn’t assume prior knowledge but avoids
superﬁciality and the adumbration of straight facts. Achieving the right pitch and the correct
balance is the ultimate strength of this reference work. Most entries are around 700 words, which
is enough for both a broad overview and the inclusion of relevant detail. Each subject is given
surprisingly comprehensive treatment despite the space restrictions. Where there is a range of
views about the one subject; for example, the national interest or globalisation – a spectrum of
opinion is normally oﬀered. There is no impression here that the authors are preaching a
particular line of argument or pushing a theoretical point of view.
Third, a lot of work has gone into cross-referencing entries, bibliographical suggestions and
the provision of an appendix of relevant websites. These are extremely useful for those wishing to
undertake further research or just broaden their knowledge more generally. They give the book
an attractive cohesion and integration without intimidating the reader with too much
information or the thought that there are so many sources out there that it is impossible to
master the subject.
Finally, the absence of a notable national bias in both the selection of entries and their content
is refreshing and makes the book attractive to all markets. It deserves to sell widely, and not just
to social science libraries.
To attempt such a diﬃcult task requires ambition, conﬁdence and skill. All three qualities are
evident in this impressive reference book. It deserves a prominent place in all International
Relations libraries.
SCOTT BURCHILL
Deakin University
 2008 Scott Burchill
G. John Ikenberry, Liberal Order and Imperial Ambition (Oxford: Polity Press, 2006), vii þ 300
pp., £16.99, ISBN 0745636500
John Ikenberry is, without doubt, one of the leading thinkers of contemporary International
Relations, and this collection of essays reﬂects a substantial contribution to our understanding of
world politics, American hegemony and the sources – and challenges to – international order.
But, ﬁrst, a health warning. This book is a collection of essays republished without revision. As
beﬁts a scholar with Ikenberry’s reputation, each essay was originally published in a prestigious
outlet readily available in university libraries. That said, although the essays cover 15 years of
scholarship – the ﬁrst penned before the end of the Cold War, the last well into the so-called ‘war
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